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October 16, 2009
New Mexico Once Again Targets California Travel Market

with Float in 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade

For the fourth time in five years, New Mexico will participate with a float in the Tournament of Roses® Parade in Pasadena, California, January 1, 2010. The theme of the 2010 Parade is “A Cut Above the Rest.”

Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department, said the float’s design will be unveiled in Albuquerque on October 29, 2009.

“The response the state has received from the Tourism Department’s appearance in the 2006, 2008 and 2009 Tournament of Roses® Parades and the media efforts we sponsored primarily targeting the Southern California travel market have been tremendous,” Secretary Cerletti said. “We now know that this is an incredibly effective way to reach potential visitors to New Mexico from all around the country and all over the world.”

The exposure offered New Mexico each year is significant. Nearly 40 million Americans in 16.5 million households tuned in to watch the parade on nine national and international television networks each year. The Parade is also broadcast live in 150 countries and territories worldwide. Other media-oriented events promoting New Mexico in Southern California are also being planned.

“What that means to New Mexico are big increases in the number of inquires to our web site and in the number of requests for New Mexico information from our fulfillment center; and ultimately, more tourism dollars to the state’s economy,” Sec. Cerletti said.

New Mexico’s previous floats in 2008 and 2009, respectively, were winners of the Grand Marshal’s Trophy (“for excellence in creative concept and design”) and the Bob Hope Humor (“most comical and amusing”). The Grand Marshal’s Trophy is among the top three float awards given each year, and the Bob Hope Award is one of the most coveted awards given any float.

New Mexico’s floats were all designed by award-winning float designer Raul Rodriguez and built by Fiesta Parade Floats of Pasadena, Calif. under contract with the Tourism Department. The Department has again contracted with Fiesta Parade Floats, with Rodriguez as designer.

Fiesta Parade Floats is leading the float industry in setting the standards for design excellence, construction and floral design. Fiesta has won the Sweepstakes Award for the last 16 years and has a prize-winning rate of more than 65 percent for the last 20 years, the highest in the Rose Parade industry. 

A float in the Tournament of Roses® Parade gives the $5+ billion dollar New Mexico tourism industry a unique opportunity to become a major player in the Southern California market – where prospective tourists are plentiful, but advertising is prohibitively expensive. California consistently ranks second to Texas in providing out-of-state visitors to New Mexico.

Industry sponsors taking advantage of this unique marketing opportunity include the Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Town of Taos, the City of Gallup/Red Rock Balloon Rally, Buffalo Thunder Resort and Casino, New Mexico State Parks and El Pinto Foods.

Nearly 100 New Mexicans each year also take advantage of the float’s appearance to travel to California to volunteer on the float’s construction and join the more than one million spectators who line Colorado Boulevard on New Year’s Day to experience the Parade in person. Persons interested in doing so this year are asked to contact Marian D. VanderSys, 505-827-7417 or marian.vandersys@state.nm.us.

“It is important that the New Mexico tourism industry does everything it can to take advantage of unique opportunities to reach potential visitors,” Secretary Cerletti said. “Our successful return to the Tournament of Roses® Parade is just one such effort.”
Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department
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