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May 11, 2009

Ruidoso Welcomes AspenCash Motorcycle Rally,

Military Appreciation Weekend
Ruidoso will be filled with the sounds of hogs, ejection seats, rockets and rock n’ roll when the AspenCash Motorcycle Rally meets Military Appreciation Weekend Thursday-Sunday (May 14-17, 2009).

“Military Appreciation Weekend gives New Mexicans and their visitors a memorable experience,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “The military history of New Mexico is long and crosses all cultural boundaries; and it is a big part of who we are today. The AspenCash Motorcycle Rally is one of the state’s largest, with thousands of attendees and visitors on hand to join in the fun. The folks in Lincoln County are to be commended for hosting what promises to be family fun of the first order.”

The 12th annual AspenCash Motorcycle Rally, headquartered at the Ruidoso Convention Center on Sierra Blanca Drive, features a trade show; daily poker runs with cash prizes totaling $10,000; free demo rides; an amateur hill climb May 16 (11 a.m.) at the Casino Apache Travel Center; and two concerts - Rodney Carrington May 14 at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort and Casino and a free bike-in concert May 16 at the Casino Apache Travel Center on Highway 70 with Bonfire, the #1 AC-DC Tribute Band in the nation.
The Military Appreciation Weekend joins the AspenCash rally on May 15 around 9 a.m. with the arrival in town of a military convoy from Holloman Air Force Base near Alamogordo. The convoy, which includes two 18-wheelers, four 40-foot trailers, a machine-gun-mounted Hummer, and numerous other large vehicles from every branch of the Armed Services, led by the motorcycle riding New Mexico American Legion Riders and the Patriot Guard Riders, will be led through town. AspenCash participants will join the convoy at the ‘Y’ (the intersection of US 70 and Sudderth Drive) as it heads toward the demonstration site at the White Mountain Recreational Complex.

The highlights of Military Appreciation Weekend are a fly-over Saturday morning by F-22-A Raptors, a “battle” performed on the Soccer Field by the Combat Engineer Battalion and demonstrations by the Steel Talons Drill Team. The White Mountain Recreational Complex opens at noon Friday (May 15) and 9 a.m. Saturday (May 16). Activities include a golf tournament Thursday (May 14), competitive sports, demonstrations, displays, drills, food, drink, table games, movies, band music and much more.
For more information about either event, contact Steve Tally, Ruidoso Director of Tourism, 575-973-2955 or tourism@ruidoso.net. For registration or more information on the AspenCash Motorcycle Rally, contact Patric Pearson, 800-452-8045 or www.motorcyclerally.com. For more information on Military Appreciation Weekend, call 575-336-2828 or visit www.ruidosomaw.org.

Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department, 505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
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