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Carlsbad’s Chef Kevin Zink Joins State Tourism Efforts
at Toronto’s ‘Hot & Spicy Food Festival’ at Harbourfront Centre
For the fourth consecutive year, New Mexico will again head to the Great White North in search of potential visitors at the annual “Hot & Spicy Food Festival” at the Harbourfront Centre in Toronto, Canada, August 13-15, 2010. Joining New Mexico Tourism Department officials in their promotional efforts will be Chef Kevin Zink, chef at the Stock Exchange at Old City Hall in Carlsbad.
Chef Zink will represent New Mexico’s world-famous cuisine in the International Iron Chef Competition August 15. He follows in the footsteps of previous competitors from New Mexico: Chef Rob Wells of Scalo Northern Italian Grill in Albuquerque, Fernando J. Olea Caballero of Bert's La Taqueria in Santa Fe and Kent Tran, Executive Chef of the Santa Ana Star Casino.
“Canada remains one of New Mexico’s top international markets,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the Tourism Department. “The Harbourfront Centre is an incredible place, bustling with activity all summer long. The Hot & Spicy Food Festival is one of the summer’s top events, and our presence there again this year keeps us in touch with our neighbors to the north. We are pleased Chef Zink will be on hand to join in the fun.”

Harbourfront Centre along Lake Ontario is a cultural and educational centre for the performing arts, and a major Canadian tourist destination, offering music, dance, theatre, film, readings, visual arts, crafts and childrens’ activities to approximately 2 million people over the course of the summer. The Summer Festivals enjoy very loyal and enthusiastic audiences in numbers averaging 60,000 each week. Approximately 72 percent of the Centre’s visitors are from the greater Toronto area.

The Hot & Spicy Food Festival explores the diversity of food and flavors from around the globe, with complimentary samplings of hot sounds from Canadian and international artists. This popular festival features local, international and celebrity chefs dishing up hot and spicy cuisine in demos, workshops, and panel discussions. 

“Festival audiences have the opportunity to observe and learn from celebrity chefs as they fire up the grill and dress up the dessert tray,” said Mark Trujillo, North American Tour Trade director for the Tourism Department. “We talk to thousands of people every day in our promotion of New Mexico. And this year, our New Mexico vacation package will also be the grand-prize giveaway for the Hot and Spicy Festival, offering us even more promotional value.”
Chef Kevin Zink has plied his culinary trade in some of Europe and America’s finest kitchens. He has won numerous prestigious awards, including Best of Show in hot food at the 2000 Phoenix Culinary Classic and Overall Grand Champion at the 2000 Texas New Mexico Chile War Contemporary Competition.
For more information about the event, visit http://www.harbourfrontcentre.com/worldroutes/festivals.cfm?festival_id=64
For more information about the Tourism Department’s participation and its efforts in the Canadian travel market, contact Mark Trujillo, North America Tour Trade Director, 505-827-5832, 505-690-0999 (cell) or mark.trujillo@state.nm.us
Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department
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