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September 1, 2010

Fly and Float Annual Balloon Regatta
at Elephant Butte Lake State Park
The 30th annual Elephant Butte Balloon Regatta at Elephant Butte Lake State Park – one of the country’s most unique balloon adventures – is Saturday and Sunday (September 11-12, 2010), 7 a.m.-noon both days.

The Regatta traces its history back to the 1970s when balloonists would travel to Elephant Butte Lake when they decided that spring had finally arrived and it was time to go to “the lake” and fly. It has evolved into an incredible getaway for recreationists everywhere, providing a unique opportunity for balloonists, skippers and sponsors to get together and have fun at Elephant Butte Lake.

“New Mexico’s water recreational opportunities are a mainstay of our spring and summer seasons,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department: “Boating, rafting, fishing, snorkeling, water skiing, sailing – even ballooning – offer cool-water excitement to residents and visitors alike.”

Encompassing the largest and most popular lake in New Mexico, Elephant Butte Lake State Park provides camping, boating, water skiing, swimming, fishing, hiking and bird watching. The visitor center offers regional information and interpretive exhibits. Southern New Mexico’s mild climate makes this park a popular year-round destination.

Regular park entrance fees apply. Contact Al Lowenstein, 505-821-8558 or info@ebbr.org; or visit www.ebbr.org or www.elephantbuttechamberofcommerce.com
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Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
