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August 25, 2010

New Mexico Tourism Department

Announces European Union Branding Initiative

New Mexico Tourism Department officials today (August 25, 2010) announced that the Department has signed an agreement with Mangum Hills Balfour GmbH of Munich to manage all its branding, marketing and communication activities in the European Union.

Under the terms of the agreement, Mangum Hills Balfour (located in Munich with offices in London and Paris), will “consolidate the Department’s activities under one agency and act as the office for New Mexico in Europe.”

Global Tourism Interface provides expertise in public relations, consulting, trade development and consumer promotion for the world of tourism. Its clients include destinations, hotels and resorts, transportation companies, attractions and more. 

“In today’s competitive market it is important that we send one message to the entire European market,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “With a population of more than 490 million inhabitants and their propensity to travel to the USA, we must position New Mexico to appeal to these EU consumers. New Mexico has everything that Europeans are looking for during their visits to the USA, and we need our message to be consistent.” 

International visitors have always played an important role in the health of New Mexico’s tourism industry. International visitors (excluding Canada and Mexico) to the United States spent on average $3,000 per person per visit (2000-2009).
New Mexico’s top international markets include Canada, Mexico, Germany, the United Kingdom, France, Italy and Japan, with China as an important emerging market.

Under the direction of Tourism Department Deputy Secretary Jennifer Hobson, the Ecotourism New Mexico brand was launched in 2009. The goal of this initiative is to promote New Mexico as the premier role model and destination for ecotourism and conservation in the United States. 
“Ecotourism is seen by the Europeans as one of the freshest and most exciting travel opportunities to the United States,” Dep. Sec. Hobson said. “New Mexico is promoting not only its natural beauty, but also its outdoor adventure, cultural heritage preservation and access to wild places.”
For more information contact Yvonne Sieber, Mangum Hills Balfour GmbH, Maximilianstr. 54, 80538 Munich, Germany; +49 (89) 23 23 26 515 (phone); or newmexico@mangumhillsbalfour.eu; or
Jennifer Hobson, New Mexico Tourism Department, 505-827-6674 or jennifer.hobson@state.nm.us
