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May 15, 2009
Roswell Hosts World’s Largest Annual Flag Football Tournament
‘Hike It & Spike It’ Attracts Players from Across the Country

More than 460 teams (2,760 players) of all ages and experience from across the United States will take to the field Saturday and Sunday (May 23-24, 2009) for Roswell’s annual “Hike It & Spike It” 4-on-4 Charity Flag Football Tournament this Memorial Day weekend, benefiting the he United Way of Chaves County.  

Not only is the world’s largest annual flag football tournament a treat for the participants who battle it out on 33 fields at the Cielo Grande Recreation Area; it is a hoot for the more than 30,000 spectators planning to descend on this Southeast New Mexico city.

“The ‘Hike It & Spike It’ tournament is an excellent example of the good things that can happen when public-private partnerships are formed to impact a community in a positive way,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “This event has grown and grown over the years to where it now directly impacts the Roswell economy by more than $3 million each year, while benefiting a very worthy cause. The folks in Roswell are to be commended for coming together to create such a unique and enjoyable experience.”

Presenting Sponsors for this year's tournament are Desert Sun Roswell, Powerade, Dr Pepper, Bank of the Southwest, Eastern New Mexico Medical Center, the New Mexico Tourism Department and the Roswell Chamber of Commerce.  Southwest Dairy Farmers, Xcel Energy and PrimeSource Mortgage are this year's sponsors for the "Show Me the Money" division, with a payout of $15,000, including $10,000 to the winning team. The very best flag football teams from across the land will vie for the opportunity to return home with cash in their pockets

Player registration begins at 4 p.m. Friday (May 22).  Saturday’s Opening Ceremonies get underway at 8 a.m., followed by games on all fields beginning at 8:30 a.m. and continuing non-stop throughout the day. The finals in all divisions, including “Show Me the Money” are on Sunday.

For more information contact Cla Avery at the Roswell Chamber of Commerce, 575-623-5695 Ex. 120 or visit www.roswellgridiron.com
[image: image4.jpg]TOURISM DEPARTMENT




Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
