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Albuquerque’s Mary & Tito’s Café to Receive
James Beard Award in NYC May 3
Governor Proclaims May 12 Mary & Tito’s Café Day in NM

Mary & Tito’s Café in Albuquerque, delighting in-the-know residents and visitors for nearly five decades, will receive an America’s Classic award given by the Beard Foundation during a ceremonial dinner May 3, 2010 at Lincoln Center’s Avery Fisher Hall in New York City.

The award honors “restaurants with timeless appeal, beloved for quality food that reflects the character of their community, and that have carved out a special place in the American culinary landscape.” 
The late Tito Gonzales didn’t live to see the broad acclaim his humble café is receiving this spring, but his wife, Mary Ann Gonzales, along with daughter Antoinette Gonzales Knight, is being feted in both New York this week and next week by the State of New Mexico, when Governor Bill Richardson declares Wednesday (May 12, 2010) as Mary & Tito’s Café Day throughout the state in acknowledgement of the café as a New Mexico culinary treasure. Mary and Antoinette will receive the official proclamation that day at the start of the lunch hour.

Mary and Tito Gonzales established their namesake café in 1963 north of downtown Albuquerque in a modest white building where it remains today. When Tito, the cafe’s original chef, passed away, Mary continued to run the front of the house, oversee the business, and raise their family. Year after year, diners from near and far drop in to enjoy savory New Mexican food, while seated in a dining room stocked with the Gonzales family’s treasured mementos and photos of the many patrons who have visited. 
More than four decades later, Mary & Tito’s Cafe continues to delight guests with its decades-old family recipes. Antoinette manages the restaurant, but Mary, well into her eighth decade, comes in every day to greet guests and oversee the bustling lunchtime service.
 “This is the third America’s Classic award that has gone to a New Mexico restaurant over the two-decade history of the James Beard awards, quite an amazing accomplishment for our small state,” said Cheryl Jamison, culinary liaison for the New Mexico Tourism Department. Earlier recipients were The Shed and Café Pasqual’s, both in Santa Fe. “These awards underscore the importance of the state’s culinary heritage, and its appeal to residents and visitors alike. Historic gems like these are being recognized by the state on its new Culinary Treasures Trail.”
For more information contact Cheryl Alters Jamison, 505-982-2041 or b-c-jamison@msn.com. Media requesting a photograph of Mary Ann Gonzales and Antoinette Gonzales Knight with their James Beard award should contact Jamison by 3 p.m. Mountain Daylight Time on May 3 via 505-660-3782.

