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From left, Today Show’s Amy Robach at the El Pinto Restaurant and 66 Diner

May 18, 2010
NBC’s Weekend Today Show Featuring Route 66
to broadcast Saturday (May 22)  
The New Mexico Tourism Department joined with the Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau (ACVB) to host NBC’s Weekend Today Show in Albuquerque and Santa Fe May 12-13, 2010 for a segment called “Today Hits the Road.” The segment features personalities from the Weekend Today program traveling around the country to famous stretches of highway including Route 66. The New Mexico segment is tentatively scheduled to air this Saturday (May 22, 2010) during the Weekend Today Show, 5-7 a.m. local time on KOB-TV channel 4.

“We are pleased, but not surprised that the Today Show chose Santa Fe and Albuquerque as locations for its national telecast,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “Our current advertising campaign, ‘Be Enchanted,’ is designed to encourage all New Mexicans and their visitors to visit the state’s unique communities, attractions and recreational pursuits. Now, thanks to the Today Show, the whole country is going to know that New Mexico is filled with great places to see and great things to do.”

The producers selected Albuquerque and Santa Fe to represent a stop along Route 66 after speaking with Tourism Department staff and officials from ACVB. Filming with Today Show anchor Amy Robach took place throughout Albuquerque, including stops at the Turquoise Museum, Old Town, 66 Diner, Nob Hill, El Pinto Restaurant and a ride along Route 66 with the ABQ Trolley Co. 

The crew then traveled to Santa Fe for a tour of the Plaza and a bit of downtown Santa Fe. The next morning they were joined by Robach and visited the San Miguel Mission on Old Santa Fe Trail, certainly the oldest building along Route 66's path through Santa Fe. Robach interviewed mission board member David Blackman about the mission, its long and varied history, and about some of the icons found inside the church. The crew then traveled back to Santa Fe Plaza, where Robach talked about Route 66 crossing paths with the Santa Fe Trail. 

The Tourism Department and ACVB want to thank the industry partners for their assistance in showcasing Albuquerque and Santa Fe for national television. 

High-resolution images of the crew taken while they were filming in Albuquerque are available. They include cutting turquoise at the Turquoise Museum, making a gigantic banana split at the 66 Diner, and El Pinto’s creation of a salsa label featuring Robach’s photo. Other images are also available.
Contact Megan Mayo, Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau at 505-222-4349, mayo@itsatrip.org
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Mike Stauffer, Communications Director

New Mexico Tourism Department, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us or 505-827-7379.
