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June 4, 2009

Annual Torreon/Star Lake Chapter Eastern Navajo Arts & Crafts Festival planned June 13

Navajo silversmiths, weavers, sand painters, sculptors, painters, bead workers and other artists and artisans will exhibit and sell their original creations during the sixth annual Torreon/Star Lake Arts & Crafts Festival in Torreon, NM on the eastern side of the Navajo Nation reservation Saturday (June 13, 2009), beginning at 9 a.m. and ending at sundown. Admission is free.
Besides being lots of fun and a great family outing, the Sixth annual Eastern Navajo Arts & Crafts Festival also gives non-Navajos a unique opportunity to learn first-hand something about life in a typical high-desert, Navajo community far off the beaten track.
The Festival offers something for every one – from an intellectual challenge and deeper understanding of Diné traditions and values to entertainment by traditional singers and dancers, original creations of great beauty, good food, pony rides for little kids, a petting zoo of sheep and goats, and many other unforgettable memories 
“You will find a nation rich in natural and cultural resources,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “Attending the Torreon/Star Lake Arts & Crafts Festival, you will discover the beauty of Navajo land, as well as the hospitality of the Navajo people as they enjoy a long-held tradition.”

This year’s performances feature young singers and dancers: the Newcomb Youth Dance Group from the Shiprock Chapter,  the Cuba High School Indian Club,  the Na’ Neelzhiin Indian Club from Torreon’s K-8 Day School, and students from Borrego Pass Boarding School, accompanied by the drumming and singing of the Lakeside Chanters from Church Rock Chapter near Gallup.  Also performing will be the Moonlight Chanters and the Sacred Path Singers from Tohajilee Chapter.

Peter MacDonald, Sr., Navajo Nation Chairman from 1970 to 1989, and Robert Yazzie, Chief Justice of the Navajo Nation from 1992 to 2003, will speak on Navajo culture and traditions beginning at 10:30 a.m. in Torreon Chapter House.  MacDonald will discuss “Traditional Navajo Values and Virtues,” while Yazzie’s topic is “Navajo Customary Law and the Courts.”

Torreon Chapter is just 26 miles from Interstate 550 and Cuba on State Road 197. The 26-mile drive from Cuba is high desert in all of its strangely subtle beauty and openness. This is rugged country. Sturdy walking shoes are recommended and sunscreen & a hat is a must. The festival is a project of the Torreon Community Store, Inc., a non-profit organization founded in 2002.  
For more information visit www.jumpingsun.com/Enacf.htm or call the festival office at 505-731-2422.  Media is asked to contact Pat Kutzner, 575-289-9105 or pkutz_nm@windstream.net.
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Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department
505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
