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February 15, 2010
State Tourism Seeks Proposals 

for Public Relations Agency Contract
New Mexico Tourism Department Secretary Michael Cerletti announced today (February 16, 2010) that a Request for Proposals (RFP) for “a qualified offeror to plan, coordinate, implement and administer Public Relations” on behalf of the Tourism Department has been issued.
“The primary objective of this contract is to support the tourism industry throughout New Mexico—outdoor adventure, film, art and fashion, culinary tourism, agritourism, ecotourism, Native and Hispanic culture, cultural heritage, scenic beauty, national monuments  - everything,” Sec. Cerletti said. “It will help us build on our on-going marketing initiatives and, at the same time, actively support and promote new advertising campaigns and programs within the Department.”

The current contract, held by Ballantines PR, expires June 30, 2010. Ballantines PR is a public relations agency based in Los Angeles, with satellite offices in London, New York and Santa Fe. 
The new contract is scheduled to begin on or about July 1, 2010, or upon receiving all required state approvals, whichever is later, for a term of one year. The contract may be extended for up to three additional one-year periods, or any portion thereof, at the discretion of the Department, pursuant to funding availability and satisfactory service provision, as determined by the Department. In no circumstance shall the contract exceed a total of four years in duration. 
The Department has a Public Relations budget of approximately $110,000 per fiscal year, although funding for the contract is contingent on funds appropriated by the New Mexico State Legislature.   

Richard Eeds, director of the Department’s advertising and marketing divisions, has been designated procurement manager. Richard Eeds, Director, Advertising and Marketing Divisions, 491 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe, NM  87501; 505-827-6557; or Richard.Eeds@state.nm.us.
A pre-proposal conference will be held Thursday (February 25, 2010) beginning at 9:30 a.m. Mountain Standard Time at the Tourism Department Conference Room, 491 Old Santa Fe Trail (The Lamy Building), Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87501.

All offeror proposals must be received for review and evaluation by the procurement manager or designee no later than 2 p.m. Mountain Standard Time on March 25, 2010.  Proposals received after this deadline will not be accepted. The date and time of receipt will be recorded on each proposal.  Proposals must be addressed and delivered to the Procurement Manager as follows: 
Richard Eeds, Procurement Manager, c/o New Mexico Tourism Department, 491 Old Santa Fe Trail, Santa Fe, NM  87501.
Any inquiries or requests regarding this procurement should be submitted to the Procurement Manager in writing. Offerors may contact only the Procurement Manager regarding the procure​ment. Other state employees do not have the authority to respond on behalf of the Tourism Department.

The RFP can be visited online at http://www.newmexico.org/department/documents/PR_RFP_2010_Final.pdf
For more information specific to the public relations initiative contact Deputy Secretary Jennifer Hobson, 505-827-6674 or jennifer.hobson@state.nm.us
Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
