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May 13, 2010
The Truth Is Here: UFO Festival Invades Roswell

Over July 4th Weekend

In July 1947, New Mexico rancher W.W. “Mack” Brazel saddled up his horse and rode out with the son of neighbors Floyd and Loretta Proctor to check on the sheep after a fierce thunderstorm the night before. As they rode along north of Roswell, Brazel began to notice unusual pieces of what seemed to be metal debris, scattered over a large area. After dragging a large piece of it to a shed, he took some of it over to show the Proctors. They told him he might be holding wreckage from a UFO or a government project. 

A day or two later, Brazel reported the incident to Sheriff George Wilcox, who reported it to Intelligence Officer, Major Jesse Marcel of the 509 Bomb Group stationed at the Army Air base south of Roswell. On July 8, 1947, Public Information Officer Lt. Walter G. Haut, under orders from the bomb group commander, issued a press release declaring the wreckage of a crashed disk had been recovered. A day later, a second press release was issued, identifying the wreckage as that of a weather balloon, not a flying saucer.
That little change of story – dubbed the Roswell Incident - is now celebrated with the annual Roswell UFO Festival, which annually attracts doubters, believers, scholars, scientists, authors, astronauts, tourists and children of all ages – from this world and beyond - to this small Southeastern New Mexico city in search of a little truth and a whole lot of fun, foolishness and entertainment July 1-4, 2010.

“The folks in Roswell have taken a bit of their history – real or imagined – and created an event that has a world-wide interest and appeal,” said Mike Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department, “and no festival in New Mexico captures the adventurous spirit of its citizens like the annual UFO festival.”

Roswell is expecting thousands of visitors again during the festival this year. Guests can visit the crash site, alien attractions and attend lectures about one of the most infamous cover-ups in history. Guests are encouraged to make travel arrangements early. 

For media inquiries and assistance, contact Annemarie Ciepiela Henton, 505-260-3358 or media@ufofestivalroswell.com
Anyone interested in participating as an official sponsor, presenter or vendor, contact Renee Roach, City of Roswell, 575-624-6930 or marketing@roswellmysteries.com
For more information about the festival, visit www.UFOFestivalRoswell.com.

For more information about the City of Roswell, visit www.RoswellMysteries.com.

[image: image3.jpg]* \
NEW,
BMEXICO

LAND or ENCHANTMENT
TOURISM DEPARTMENT



[image: image4.jpg]o

/NSWE\.\.

IIIIIIIIIIIIIII





Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
