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May 14, 2010

Ruidoso Merchants ‘Thank’ Military Personnel

with Special Discounts

Capitalizing on the enthusiasm generated each May by Ruidoso’s Military Appreciation Weekend celebration and its proximity to many of New Mexico’s service men and women and their families, the merchants and city officials of this Sacramento Mountains community located in south-central New Mexico have joined forces to launch a website dedicated to offering discounts to military service personnel stationed in the region.

Ruidoso is 133 miles north of El Paso's Ft. Bliss, where troop strength is expected to reach 37,000 by 2013, with an additional 36,800 family members (Source: http://www.elpasoredco.org/TargetInd-MilitaryDefense.aspx). Holloman AFB is 60 miles to the east, Cannon AFB is 178 miles to the northeast and Kirtland AFB is 192 miles to the north.

Steve Tally, director of tourism for the Village of Ruidoso, said www.ruidosomilitarydiscounts.com offers lodging discounts up to 25 percent and other discounts up to 50 percent on other items.  A Facebook page (Ruidoso Military Discounts) is also recruiting military friends and fans for special discounts popping up for the next couple of weeks.

The new site features over 20 lodging offers, several restaurants, and entertainment discounts at Ruidoso Downs Race Track, Billy the Kid Casino and Spencer Theater performances.  

“We've had a great response from the lodging industry throughout Lincoln County,” Tally said.  “La Junta Lodge, for example, owned by a retired U.S. Navy veteran, even extended 20-percent discounts to National Guard, Reserve and Border Patrol personnel. And while many primarily offer discounts for Sunday through Thursday, Evergreen Manor Bed & Breakfast in Alto offers a 25-percent discount without restrictions.”

Innkeeper Bonnie Lambert said, “When I made the appreciation offer I thought, ‘Did our troops block out days and limit their defense of our country to only certain terms and conditions?’ No. So, I didn't feel it was right to limit their use of my bed and breakfast offer. I am excited to finally get the opportunity to give them a small reward and to tell them how much we respect the extreme lengths that they have gone to in the face of danger.”

“New Mexico is very fortunate that its public entities and the vast majority of its private sector have such an open and continuous dialogue and seek to work together during these difficult economic times,” Said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico tourism Department. “I thank you on behalf of all New Mexicans.”

Talley said, “We hope to make Ruidoso more welcoming than ever for our military guest,” and added that the discounts also apply to allied troops stationed in the region. “Billy the Kid is a very strong draw for allied troops.”

Contact Steve Tally, Ruidoso Director of Tourism, 575-973-2955 or tourism@ruidoso.net; or visit www.ruidosomilitarydiscounts.com
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Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
