[image: image1.png]


 [image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]S

IMEXICO

CLEAN & BEAUTIFUL




March 29, 2010
Archdiocese of Santa Fe, New Mexico Clean & Beautiful
Encourage Pilgrims to El Santuario de Chimayo to Keep Roadways Clean
Chimayo, a community known for its fine Spanish weaving and crafts and good food, is most famous for the beautiful El Santuario de Chimayo. Every year thousands of people journey to this small adobe church in search of spiritual or physical healing, because they believe it was built on sacred grounds that possess curative powers, and that many people have been restored to health by the sacred earth.

The Archdiocese of Santa Fe is joining with New Mexico Clean & Beautiful, a program of the New Mexico Tourism Department, to encourage pilgrimage participants to refrain from littering the State’s highways and byways on their walk to Chimayo during the upcoming Holy Week, March 28-April 3, 2010.

“I encourage parishioners to walk on pilgrimage, but to be mindful that we are called to be good citizens,” said Most Rev. Michael J. Sheehan, Archbishop of Santa Fe.

Santa Fe County said county crews plan to place trash and recycling receptacles and portable toilets on county roads, including the 1.5-mile-long Juan Medina Road (County Road 98), the last stretch from the south into the Santuario de Chimayo. 

In addition, District 5 crews of the New Mexico Department of Transportation will place trash receptacles along state roads to help reduce littering.  Participants are also encouraged to carry a backpack or plastic bag to provide a place to carry their trash until they can dispose of the trash in a receptacle.  To promote and facilitate safety for participants, District 5 will also provide message boards, additional roadway signing, and crews will patrol the route from noon on Thursday, April 1 through noon on Saturday, April 3.
“This is an extraordinarily beautiful time of year in New Mexico,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “It is important that we celebrate this beauty, and, at the same time, do our part to keep New Mexico the Land of Enchantment.”

According to the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, the first “official” pilgrimage was in 1945. Many New Mexican National Guard members were sent to the Philippines prior to World War II. When Japan attacked the islands, many were taken prisoner and forced to walk 60 miles in what today is called the Bataan Death March. Many prisoners did not survive the forced walk. Some of those who did survive the walk made a promise that if they lived and returned home alive they would make a pilgrimage to El Santuario. 

 
In 1945 there was an organized pilgrimage by many of the survivors. Some walked from as far as Albuquerque. They were welcomed at Chimayo by Archbishop Byrne who blessed them and celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving. 

For more information, contact the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, 505-831-8100 or http://www.holychimayo.us/; or Joseph Lobato, 505-827-6346 or joe.lobato@state.nm.us
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Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department
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