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January 29, 2010

Applicants in Search of Federal Funding

for Scenic Byways Program Face Feb. 19th Deadline
New Mexico cities, counties, state, and federal government agencies (including Native American tribes and pueblos) and non-profit organizations located along designated Scenic Byways are encouraged to apply for federal funding from the Federal Highway Administration through the New Mexico Tourism Department’s Scenic Byways Program.

The America’s Byways Program has been allocated $43.5 million nationwide for states to compete for funding. The Federal Highway Administration said it would “continue to be more strategic in its grant awards process by targeting its resources toward projects that provide the greatest benefits.” 

For more information on the National Scenic Byways grants, visit http://www.bywaysonline.org/grants/.

“Scenic Byways funds are especially beneficial to rural New Mexico,” said Michael Cerletti, Tourism Department Secretary. “Most of our 26 byways run through less-traveled areas of the state, and this program brings much-deserved recognition to hidden wonders.”  

While the federal application process is not open at this time, it is likely to be opened in the next two weeks.  Potential applications who submit a qualified letter of intent must wait for further information from the State Scenic Byways Coordinator, Laurie Frantz.  

Please submit a certified letter of intent to apply for a grant, including name, mailing address, phone number and fax number (if applicable), what you intend to apply for, and the amount (new information requested this year), postmarked by February 19, 2010. Only those potential applications that submit a certified letter of intent postmarked by that date will be eligible to apply for a grant. E-mails and faxes are not acceptable – only certified mail. This will prevent problems by entities whose letters are not received by the due date or are not received at all.

For program assistance, contact Laurie Frantz, 505-827-8428 or at laurie.frantz@state.nm.us.

Eligible applicants include city, county, state, and federal government agencies, including Native American tribes and pueblos, and 501C nonprofit organizations.  Applications for Scenic Byway funds on a currently designated byway must be for an eligible activity on a designated Scenic Byway in the sponsor’s area.  Eligible activities include:

· A statewide activity to develop the Scenic Byways Program;

· Develop and implement a corridor management plan for a Scenic Byway; 
· Safety improvements necessary as a result of increased traffic or changes in the types of vehicles using the highway as a result of byway designation; 
· Construction along a Scenic Byway of a facility for pedestrians and bicyclists, rest areas, turnouts, highway shoulder improvements, passing lanes, overlooks, and interpretive facilities; 
· Improvements to the Scenic Byway that will enhance access to a recreation area; 
· Protection of scenic, historic, recreational, cultural, natural, and archaeological resources in an area adjacent to a Scenic Byway; 
· Developing and providing tourist information to the public, including interpretive information, about the Scenic Byway; and 
· Development and implementation of Scenic Byway marketing programs. 
If you plan to submit a project application and you did not do so last year, you need to register immediately with www.grants.gov and fill out a Form SF424.  If you did register with grants.gov last year, you need to renew your CCR form immediately.  The National Scenic Byways Program has moved the online application process to an online grant application process located at www.grants.gov. The process requires you to get a DUNS number and register as an Authorized Organization Representative before you can submit a project application.

For detailed instructions, go to http://www.bywaysonline.org/grants/application/.  Tabs at this address will guide applicants through the grants.gov process.  Part of the application has to be filled out on grants.gov.  After you have registered with grants.gov, you will fill out the rest of the application at www.bywaysonline.org.

Due to a shortened time frame required by the Federal Highway Administration, the application deadline for funds on currently designated byways is 5 p.m., February, 19, 2010. All applications must be physically received by that date and time. Late applications will be returned unopened; ineligible and incomplete applications will not be considered for funding.  Mail or hand-deliver applications to the following address:

Laurie Frantz, State Scenic Byways Coordinator

New Mexico Tourism Department

491 Old Santa Fe Trail

Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501

Applications will first be reviewed and prioritized by the appropriate Metropolitan and Regional Planning Organizations for review and prioritization. Then the Scenic and Historic Byways Advisory Council will evaluate and rank applications, resulting in a recommended list of projects which will be submitted to the State Transportation Commission for approval. The approved applications will be submitted to the Federal Highway Administration for consideration of funding.  

Scenic Byways Program awards require a local match. Federal funds provide 80 percent for each project, with the requirement of a 20-percent nonfederal match. Funds authorized for use by a federal land management agency can be used as the state’s matching share for a project that is located along a public road that provides access to or is within federal or Indian land.

The value of third party, in-kind donations may be accepted as the local match when it is directly associated with the Scenic Byway project and the period during which it is undertaken. Third-party, in-kind donations include services, property, materials, and equipment. The in-kind donations must not have been used as a match for any other federally funded project.  Donated services may be accepted from private sources, but not from government agencies.

The Scenic Byways Program is a reimbursable grant program. Any organization or agency awarded a Scenic Byways grant must pay invoices related to the grant and then bill the New Mexico Tourism Department for reimbursement. All disbursements made under the program are subject to New Mexico State Procurement Code.  

The program is administered by the New Mexico Tourism Department for the Federal Highway Administration and provides funds to develop, protect, and promote designated Scenic Byways in New Mexico.

For program assistance, contact Laurie Frantz, 505-827-8428 or laurie.frantz@state.nm.us.
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Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379 mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
