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August 5, 2010
New Mexico Tourism Commission Meets August 12 in Chama
The New Mexico Tourism Commission has scheduled its next quarterly meeting Thursday (August 12, 2010), 9:30 a.m., at the High Country Restaurant in Chama, located at the intersection of US 84/64 and State Road 17.

“Although Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad officials were forced to alter routine operations out of the Chama Depot due to the damage caused by the Lobato Trestle fire in June, it doesn’t mean Chama is closed for the season – far from it, in fact,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. 
Train trips that originate in Chama are originating and terminating at Cumbres Pass for the remainder of the season, and are discounted 10 percent from normal fares. Visit http://www.cumbrestoltec.com/
“Chama is so much more than a train depot,” the Sec. Cerletti added. “Few destinations offer the unspoiled scenery of the Chama Valley, with its superb hiking, rafting and kayaking, four-wheeling, fishing, horseback riding, and shopping. I feel it important that we in the tourism industry lend our support to the citizens of the incredibly friendly community during these trying times.”
The purpose of the Tourism Commission meeting is to update commissioners on Tourism Department activities, and to gather tourism industry ideas on how both the commission and the department might enhance the state’s tourism effort.
The Governor-appointed commission includes Chairman Al Lucero (Santa Fe), Deidre A. Lujan (Albuquerque), Ted Garcia (Albuquerque), Chris Stagg (Taos Ski Valley), Randy Randall (Santa Fe), Selena Chino (Mescalero), and Bill Hirschfeld (Ruidoso).

“In an effort to allow state tourism industry partners and local communities better access to the commission and Department staff, the commission schedules its meetings throughout New Mexico,” said Chairman Lucero. “I encourage all citizens interested in the tourism industry to attend the meeting and share their ideas, thoughts and suggestions, and express any concerns.” 
The meeting agenda includes presentations by commission members, Secretary Cerletti and other staff members, and other items to come before the commission. 
The New Mexico Tourism Department supports the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and encourages individuals with disabilities to attend and participate in this meeting. Contact Peter Hulsey, Human Resources director, at 505-827-7418 to make the necessary arrangements.
Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
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