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December 30, 2010
New Mexico Volunteers Travel to California

to Support State Float in Tournament of Roses Parade

Some 50 New Mexicans and a few out-of-staters who probably wish they were are spending this holiday week creating one of those once-or-twice-in-a-lifetime experiences: Decorating New Mexico’s float entry in the 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade.

The parade begins at 9 a.m. Mountain Time on New Year’s Day (January 1, 2010).

New Mexicans who wanted to re-live their previous parade decorating experiences and those along for the first time are hyped as they help turn Academy-Award®-winning Pepé Le Pew and his magical ride into what many visitors to the Fiesta Parade Floats pavilion in Irwindale, Calif. are calling one of this year’s more imaginative entries.

This is the fourth time in the past five years that New Mexico will be represented by a float in the Tournament of Roses® Parade, and it follows on the heels of last year’s float, starring Wile E. Coyote and Roadrunner, which won the Bob Hope Humor Award for the most comical and amusing float. 
Nearly 40 million Americans in 16.5 million households tune in to watch the parade live on nine national and international television networks (including HGTV, ABC, NBC, Hallmark Channel, Univision, and the Travel Channel) each year. The Parade is also broadcast live in 200 countries and territories worldwide. Other media-oriented events promoting New Mexico in Southern California are also being planned. 

New Mexico’s float volunteers, led by Mark Trujillo from the Tourism Department, will all tell you that helping transform a storyboard concept into comic reality is a great experience. 

“We not only have volunteers from New Mexico,” Trujillo said; “we also have volunteers from Delaware, Oregon and California who specifically volunteered to work on our float just for the ‘love they have of New Mexico’. Whether they are sweeping the floors or gluing on flowers, it is done with enthusiasm and pride. The unity, laughter and smiles of all the volunteers are something to see.”

Volunteer Lucille Wolfe called it, “a fantastic experience. Everyone should do this.” Esther Davis of the New Mexico State Florist Association agreed: “We really appreciate this opportunity to be a part of such a satisfying adventure.” Richard Davis said he was “thoroughly enjoying” himself, and Isabelle Arman agreed it was a “once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

Cabinet Secretary Michael Cerletti added, “The volunteers are an important part of our efforts to better promote New Mexico both nationally and internationally. Our purpose in participating in this event – like all our advertising efforts - is to pique the interest of our potential visitors and to create in them a curiosity to find out more about the Land of Enchantment. No one better represents the Land of Enchantment than New Mexicans. We thank them on behalf of all New Mexicans.” 
Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department
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