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April 22, 2010

Armstrong, Leipheimer, McCartney Return
 to Silver City’s annual Tour of the Gila

Marking a return to the race he and his team won last year, Lance Armstrong and Levi Leipheimer, along with Jason McCartney, will take the start April 28, 2010 for the 24th annual SRAM Tour of the Gila in Silver City.

The SRAM-equipped trio expects the five days, 339 miles, 25,231 feet of climbing, with an improved level of competition, to provide incredibly challenging racing as well as the perfect lead-in to other long term goals, beginning with the Amgen Tour of California.

“Not only do the state and the local fans embrace this race, but the terrain, competition, and timing is perfect,” Lance Armstrong said. “We are looking forward to taking the start in Silver City; it’s a great event, and it is also a great opportunity to ride with our U23 squad and check in on their development.”

“We are honored to welcome the return of Lance Armstrong and his racing team,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “We are dedicated to the continued expansion of the Tour of the Gila, an important step in the process of proving the economic viability of New Mexico in the sporting world and one that continues to have a huge economic impact in Grant County.”

Co-race Director Jack Brennan added, “This is really cool; I could not be happier about the direction of our race, the fact that Levi and Lance are coming back, and that the fields are stacked with North America’s best riders. This will be a showcase of talent.”

The SRAM Tour of the Gila is the biggest and most prestigious cycling event in New Mexico, annually attracting 450 to 550 participants to Silver City from all over North America and the world. In previous years, cyclists from 32 states and 13 foreign countries have participated, with 50 percent of them coming from Colorado, Texas, Arizona and California.

Jerseys for the 2010 event include the green Sprinter’s Jersey, sponsored by the New Mexico Tourism Department, a white U25 jersey, sponsored by Champion System, and the red overall leader’s jersey, sponsored by SRAM. 

For more information contact SRAM Road PR Manager Michael Zellmann, mzellmann@sram.com or 815-341-7018; or visit or visit www.tourofthegila.com
Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
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