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March 17, 2010
New Musical Marketing Initiative, ‘Songs of Tucumcari,’ Promotes City’s Popularity
Cheryl Barns & The Teen tones, the late Jimmie Driftwood, Proverbial Cool Aid and nearly a dozen other recording artists have joined forces to create one of New Mexico’s more unique fund-raising promotional efforts.

Bob Beaulieu, executive director of the Tucumcari/Quay County Chamber of Commerce, said that he couldn’t help but notice that Tucumcari plays a starring role in a number of songs, both past and present, and wouldn’t it be fun if they could all come together in one CD.

“Folk, pop, rock, country - even big band songs,” Beaulieu said. “The songs span both decades and genres. Some artists are notable and some are not, but most of the songs are very appealing, and all of them are great songs about this place we call home. I don't believe many communities our size can boast having their own CD.”
 
After narrowing the field to 14 songs, Beaulieu contacted the artists for permission to use their music on the “Songs of Tucumcari” CD project and making sure licensing requirements were met. Many of the songs are old enough to be in the public domain. Chamber member Danford Dan's Music Shop helped put the CD together

“We're delighted that the folks in Tucumcari have come with such an ingenious and clever way to spread the word,” said Michael Cerletti, Secretary of the New Mexico Tourism Department. “It goes hand in hand with our efforts to promote New Mexico’s music on a national scale and we look forward to sharing our musical heritage with all our visitors.”
 
Two of the songs have a similar title: “Tucumcari Tonight” by the Colin Sphincter Band and “Tucumcari Tonite” by Road Crew 66. The phrase is also the community slogan. Dorothy Shay performs “Two Gun Harry from Tucumcari,” Andy Mason sings “There's Nothin' to Eat in Tucumcari,” and Michael Hearne's “Two Miles Out of Tucumcari’ is also present, along with songs by pop singer Jimmy Rodgers, The Tarantulas, David Rubin, Randy Kaplan Durango with Brian Schey, Dan Roberts and Dale Watson.

The CDs will be available for purchase beginning March 18, 2010 at the Chamber’s monthly Business after Hours event at the Main Street Project office, 207 South Second Street. They will also be available at the Chamber office and at upcoming community events.

Nestled on historic Route 66, Tucumcari (“the Gateway to New Mexico” for travelers on I-40 and US 54) has more than 1,200 motel rooms, nearby lakes, a golf course, museums, murals, mesas, monuments, and special events throughout the year. 
Contact Bob Beaulieu at the Tucumcari/Quay County Chamber of Commerce, 575-461-1694 or chamber@tucumcarinm.com; or visit www.tucumcarinm.com
[image: image3.jpg]JLAND o ENCHANTMENT
TOURISM DEPARTMENT




Mike Stauffer, Communications Director, New Mexico Tourism Department

505-827-7379, mike.stauffer@state.nm.us
