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Coyote and Road Runner to anchor Roses
float
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Tourism officials unveiled the design Thursday for the state’s float
entry into the Tournament of Roses Parade.
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cor;l;z:'jer:cne‘ takes
place at Acoma Wile E. Coyote (strapped onto an ACME rocket in pursuit of the New
Mexico state bird, of course), and the Road Runner will take center
stage on the float, called “Hats Off to New Mexico.” The unveiling
took place at illustrator Chuck Jones’ Santa Fe gallery. Jones drew

the original two characters.
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The state’s landscapes are depicted in exaggerated form, with snow-
capped trees, mountains, teetering rock formations and blooming

Fermenting plans desert fauna, such as yuccas.

for growth
This is the third year the state has entered a float in the Roses Parade
in Pasadena, Calif. The 2008 entry, “Passport to Our World & Beyond,” won the Grand
Marshal’s Trophy for excellence in creative concept and design. Nearly 40 million
Americans watched the parade in January and it was also broadcast live in 150 countries
and territories. The exposure was valued at more than $1 million by tourism and medial
officials.

The projected costs for the float range from $220,000 to $225,000, said Mike Stauffer,
spokesman for the Tourism Department. Right now, the Department anticipates
sponsorships will cover about $50,000 of those costs, although it continues to look for
additional sponsors, he said.

Co-sponsors of this year’s float include Isleta Casino & Resort, New Mexico State
Parks, Albuquerque Convention & Visitor’s Bureau, Santa Fe Convention & Visitor’s
Bureau, the town of Taos, the town of Red River, Santa Fe Brewing Co., ESPN and E1
Pinto Restaurant.

Raul Rodriguez, who designed last year’s float, is also creating the newest entry, which will
be built by Fiesta Parade Floats of Pasadena, Calif., under contract with the New Mexico
Tourism Department. The roadrunner (the cartoon character is referred to as Road
Runner) is the state bird and was a natural choice to dovetail with the parade’s theme this
year, which is the entertainment world, say tourism officials.

Michael Cerletti, secretary of tourism, said while the film industry is booming in New
Mexico now, it also has a long history in the state, starting in 1898 when Thomas Edison’s
crew shot “Indian Day School” at Isleta Pueblo. Some 400 major film productions have
been shot in New Mexico, including 110 in the past six years, adding about $2 billion to
the state’s economy.

Floats in the parade must be covered in natural flowers or greenery. Coyote will be made
from brown uva and white pampas grass. The rocket will be created out of 8,200 red
carnations. Road Runner’s plumage will be dark blue sinuata statice and light blue
delphinium florets with legs decorated in yellow split pea beans.

The float will have 50,000 roses as well. The rock formations will be created in
butterscotch and bronze chrysanthemums with striations of roses. Roses in shades of
orange will make up the desert floor and yucca blossoms will be created in more than
10,000 white dendrobium orchid florets. Black chive seeds and white sweet rice will cover
the replica of the Mother Road — Route 66.
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The pinnacles of the rock formations will spin and wobble to the vibration of the musical
soundtrack and the Road Runner’s famous “Beep! Beep!”
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